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SOCIAL HOUSING — STOCK INCREASE UNDER FORMER GOVERNMENT 

5862. Mr M. McGowan to the Minister for Housing 

I refer to the Minister’s comments in Parliament on 22 March 2011, when he stated that it is an undeniable fact 
that the social housing stock grew by 230 dwellings per annum under the former government, and I ask: 

(a) how was the 230 dwellings figure calculated and does the Minster stand by his statement; 

(b) what was the increase in social housing stock for each financial year from 2001–2002 until 2010–2011; 
and 

(c) what was the Commonwealth contribution to Western Australia’s social housing stock for each 
financial year from 2001–2002 until 2010–2011? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

The Liberal–National Government has built or facilitated the construction of more public housing stock in three 
than the failed previous Labor Government did in eight. 

(a) By mathematics — the correct figure for the average Social Housing stock growth per annum under the 
previous Government is 203 dwellings.  This is calculated using the subtracting the closing Social 
Housing Stock balance in 2007/2008 from the opening Social Housing stock balance in 2001/2002, the 
last and first full financial years the previous Government was in power and dividing it by the number 
of years the Government was in power.  In Hansard for that day the figure of 203 is quoted numerous 
times, with only one reference to 230 in error.  I stand by my comments on that day that Social Housing 
stock grew by an average of 203 dwellings per annum under the previous Government, representing yet 
another failure of the former Labor Government and its Ministers. 

(b) 
2001/2002 103 
2002/2003 137 
2003/2004 118 
2004/2005 -88 
2005/2006 -254 
2006/2007 490 
2007/2008 919 
2008/2009 527 
2009/2010 266 
2010/2011 2 118 

(c) 
2001/2002 $ 90 779 000  
2002/2003 $ 89 913 000  
2003/2004 $ 79 794 000  
2004/2005 $ 81 493 000  
2005/2006 $ 82 772 000  
2006/2007 $ 83 808 000  
2007/2008 $ 85 756 000  
2008/2009 $ 122 834 000  
2009/2010 $ 423 745 000  
2010/2011 $ 386 649 000  

 


